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Gergely Kolba · 11/06/2019 · Special Hungary The top 10 most interesting 
stereotypes about Hungary and Hungarians 

 
https://dailynewshungary.com/the-top-10-most-interesting-stereotypes-

about-hungary-and-hungarians 
 

Source: dailynewshungary.com https://dailynewshungary.com/the-top-10-

most-interesting-stereotypes-about-hungary-and-hungarians/ 
 

American writer, reporter and political commentator Walter Lippmann 
(1889–1974) was the first person who introduced the term and definition of 

stereotype in 1922; a term still used today. According to Lippmann, a 
stereotype is a distorted picture or image in a person’s mind, not based on 

personal experience, but derived culturally. Every nation has its own 
stereotypes, and Hungary is not an exception. Many tourists visit the country 

every year and leave with new opinions, but even people who have not 
visited Hungary before in their lives have their own beliefs. Let us see the  

ten most interesting stereotypes told of Hungarians by foreigners.  
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10.  The Hungarian language is beautiful 

 
The first thing a foreigner meets with every time visiting another country is 

its language. The Hungarian language welcomes tourists on billboards, 
newspapers, signs and in conversations as well. Of course, people visiting 

the country cannot read the written Hungarian language, but on the other 
hand, they have many opinions about our spoken native language. The 

exciting thing about it is that nobody can compare it to another language. 
Source: dailynewshungary.com https://dailynewshungary.com/the-top-10-

most-interesting-stereotypes-about-hungary-and-hungarians/ 
 

Walter Lippmann, stereotypes, Hungary Walter Lippmann (Photo: Wikimedia 
Commons by Pirie MacDonald – Yale University Manuscripts & Archives 

Digital Images Database) 
Source: dailynewshungary.com https://dailynewshungary.com/the-top-10-

most-interesting-stereotypes-about-hungary-and-hungarians/ 

 
Almost every review and opinion about our mother tongue says that the 

Hungarian language sounds beautiful, smooth and it is pleasant for the ears, 
but there are many debates about comparing it to other languages. There 

are several comparisons, for example, to Finnish, Swedish, Turkish, Russian, 
and even Italian language. 

 
Furthermore, many believe that our language is like Sindarin language 

(fictional language from The Lord of the Rings) or other imaginary ones.  
 

Actually, Hungarian is a non-Indo-European language. For your kind info, 
you may have noticed that a few languages spoken on the European 

continent are not included in the Indo-European family of languages. 
Finnish, Hungarian and Estonian belong to the Uralic (also called Finno-

Ugric) family, and Basque (spoken in the Pyrenees region) has no genetic 

relation to any other language. 
 

While being told that our mother tongue sounds unique and beautiful to 
foreigners, it has a significant drawback as well. It has such a difficult 

grammatical system and hard to understand its logic, learning Hungarian for 
a foreigner is worse than a nightmare.  

 
CLICK HERE for Mini language lessons and learn Hungarian! Photo: Daily 

News Hungary 
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9.  “I not speaking English”  

 
Half of the Hungarian people do not speak foreign languages. According to a 

statistical survey by the European Union, only Romania and the United 
Kingdom are ahead of us considering foreign language learning; of course, it 

is understandable why English people do not take this seriously. This is a 
frequent experience for people visiting Hungary because many times they 

have hardships in communicating with Hungarians.  
 

Luckily, Hungary improved a lot in the last ten years. If not in the 
countryside but in bigger cities and in Budapest there are restaurants with 

English-speaking waiters and waitresses.  
 

Serving foreigners in restaurants and pubs is not a problem anymore, but 
talking with them on the street and telling them information or directions is 

still something many Hungarians struggle with.  

 
8. Hungarians love to eat 

 
According to foreigners, Hungarians take dining as seriously as French 

people. Many Hungarian households cook their own meals, and the Sunday-
lunch is still considered to be a sacred thing in the country. Meals, consisting 

of three courses, are exceptional and unique experiences for foreigners 
trying out the Hungarian cuisine. Eating has many other roles in our country, 

not just biological and traditional ones. Hungarians eat when they are sad, 
happy, to sum up, it is the central part of our culture. 

 
 CLICK HERE to read about ten Hungarian eating habits that make foreigners 

go nuts Lángos, Hungarian, meal, potato The classic cheese and sour cream 
lángos (Photo: www.facebook.com/langosfot)  

 

7. Paprika, and a little more paprika  
 

Despite being a small country, the Hungarian gastronomy has a worldwide 
reputation. Even people who have not been to Hungary are familiar with the 

famous Goulash soup and pörkölt (stew in English). Besides our traditional 
meals, there is another factor which is known by every foreigner.  

 
Hungarian gastronomy uses a lot of paprika.  

 
According to tourists, a good Hungarian meal consists of the following 

ingredients: paprika, fat, onions and sour crème. paprika Photo: 
www.budapesttravelling.com  

 

http://www.facebook.com/langosfot
http://www.budapesttravelling.com/


6. Drinking pálinka is no child’s play  

 
Pálinka is a Hungaricum and the country’s national drink, and we love to 

serve some to our arriving guests. The opinions about this Hungarian 
speciality are the same: it is rough. Foreigners who have never drunk 

pálinka before usually struggle the first time they “meet” this type of 
alcohol.  

 
Drinking pálinka also carries an important communicative message. Refusing 

this drink is rude and everyone should accept at least one when they are 
offered. 

 
Besides drinking it in restaurants, at home for special occasions, pálinka has 

many other benefits: it is good for headache, stomachache, and cold. But is 
it true or just a myth? CLICK HERE to find out! pálinka, Hungary, drink 

Photo: www.facebook.com/pálinka.hu  

 
5. Hungarians are pessimistic 

 
The most common stereotype about Hungarian people is everything but 

positive. According to foreigners, Hungarians complain a lot, and they are 
quite pessimistic. Historians believe that this negative behavior and attitude 

lies in the fact that Hungary was mostly a conquered country and many 
tragic events happened to its people during the past centuries. This is the 

main reason that Hungarians see negative things first then positive ones. 
 

Source: dailynewshungary.com https://dailynewshungary.com/the-top-10-
most-interesting-stereotypes-about-hungary-and-hungarians/ 

 
Apart from being pessimistic, foreigners believe that Hungarians have a 

good sense of humor and can joke around in any situation. 

 
Arrival of the Hungarians, painting, Hungarian Grey Detail from Arrival of the 

Hungarians by Árpád Feszty (Photo: Wikimedia Commons) 
 

4. Hungarians are unsociable 
 

Many tourists told that they rarely see a Hungarian who can easily talk with 
them and opens up quickly with a big smile. Allegedly, Hungarians are very 

suspicious about strangers and do not communicate with them in a good 
mood. 

 

https://dailynewshungary.com/the-top-10-most-interesting-stereotypes-about-hungary-and-hungarians/
https://dailynewshungary.com/the-top-10-most-interesting-stereotypes-about-hungary-and-hungarians/


Hungarian waiters, waitresses, salespersons, and taxi drivers have the worst 

reputation in foreign countries being the rudest persons someone have ever 
talked to. 

 
3. Hungarian hospitality has no rivals  

 
Although Hungarians seem to be pessimistic and negative personalities, their 

hospitality has so much joy and love one cannot even imagine. They are 
excellent at welcoming guests and treating them with everything they need 

or desire. If someone is invited to a Hungarian household, he/she is going to 
be treated like a queen or a king. Even the most impoverished villages and 

towns do their bests when someone arrives for a visit. 
 

2. Do not forget your swim-suit at home! 
 

Romans discovered the bathing benefits of Hungary 2000 years ago. The 

country has the most thermal water sources and baths. Almost every region 
of the country has its own city or town with historical spas like Budapest, 

Hévíz, Harkány, Gyula or Győr.  
 

There are more than 120 thermal baths in Hungary and nearly 1,000 
thermal water sources. Széchenyi Thermal Bath, Budapest, Hungary  

 
1. Only synchronized movies in cinemas 

 
Many tourists miss the cinema while they spend more time in Hungary 

because Hungarian movie theatres only play movies in the Hungarian 
language. In Italy and Poland cinemas also have English language movies in 

their repertoires.  
 

On the other hand, Hungary is the only country in the region which’s movie 

industry takes synchronizing seriously with the most amazing and excellent 
actors and actresses. 

 
Source: dailynewshungary.com https://dailynewshungary.com/the-top-10-

most-interesting-stereotypes-about-hungary-and-hungarians 
 

 

 
 

 



2. 

 

SPECIAL HUNGARY – SEVEN 
STEREOTYPES ABOUT HUNGARIANS 
 

David Baqais David Baqais · 23/06/2018 · Special Hungary Seven 
stereotypes about Hungarians 

Source: dailynewshungary.com https://dailynewshungary.com/seven-
stereotypes-about-hungarians 

 
Szihalom, 2018. június 9. Résztvevõk a szihalmi hagyományõrzõ 

parasztlakodalmon 2018. június 9-én. MTI Fotó: Komka Péter 

Source: dailynewshungary.com https://dailynewshungary.com/seven-
stereotypes-about-hungarians/ 

 
Every nation has a set of stereotypes that are an integral part of how it is 

viewed by other countries. 
 

Magyarorszagom.hu has collected seven of these to show how were are 
(mis)perceived by the rest of the world. 

 
1. Hungarians are resourceful 

 
This stereotype is based on the belief that Hungarians always manage to find 

the “loopholes” (kiskapu) for avoiding certain problems. This loophole tends 
not to comply with official rules. Indeed, Hungarians have had to endure 

many decades (or, in the case of the Turks, centuries) of oppression which 

made them particularly apt at finding inventive solutions to make the most 
of their circumstances. 

Source: dailynewshungary.com https://dailynewshungary.com/seven-
stereotypes-about-hungarians/ 

 
2. Hungarians eat vast amounts of paprika and fat  

 
It is not hard to get at the root of this preconception – Hungarian cuisine is 

indeed full of fatty, spicy food with paprika, and a lot of restaurants 
targeting tourists tend to reinforce this idea. But today, modern Hungarian 

cuisine is characterized by a much wider and more health-conscious range of 
foods. 
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3. Hungarians are always cold  

 
Some foreigners have observed that the heating in our homes and 

workplaces is usually kept at a higher temperature than in the United States. 
Some have also said that we tend to complain more about the cold than the 

heat. But a quick look at social media will quickly debunk this theory – no 
matter what the weather is like, someone will be complaining about it.  

 
4. Every Hungarian owns a horse 

 
It was probably a bunch of visitors in the 19th-century who started this 

stereotype. Although Hungary was indeed a horse-keeping nation for a long 
time, it is obviously no longer the case. Regardless, you can see more 

horses in the countryside than in other countries. 
 

5. Hungarian men all have a moustache  

 
This misconception can also be attributed to the fashion journals of the 

beginning of the 20th century. Moustaches are no longer as fashionable as in 
those days, or at least in different forms.  

 
6. Hungarians always complain  

 
Although Hungary is certainly characterized by a certain pessimism and a 

cynical worldview, this generalization may be a bit of an overstatement. The 
characteristically dry Hungarian sense of humor certainly makes this 

pessimism more tolerable and entertaining. Ask a Hungarian “how are you?”, 
and while this question is often merely a nicety in English-speaking cultures, 

a Hungarian will be quick to share with you her most recent grievances. 
 

7. Hungarians argue a lot 

 
Hungarians are a proud and passionate people who stick to their opinion and 

will defend their position in any situation where they are personally involved.  
 

Featured image: https://www.facebook.com/rizsavitamas Source: 
magyarorszagom.hu 

Source: dailynewshungary.com https://dailynewshungary.com/seven-
stereotypes-about-hungarians/ 
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3. 

3 Hungarian Stereotypes and Why 

They’re Just Not Accurate 

written by Katie Buerk November 15, 2018  
 

https://blog.aifsabroad.com/2018/11/15/hungarian-stereotypes-why-not-
accurate  

 

 

I’ve been living and studying abroad in Hungary for about three months now 
and there has been something that has really bothered me: the stereotypes 

about the Hungarian people. 

Here are three Hungarian stereotypes and how I’ve found them to be 
inaccurate. 

1. Hungarians are cold and not readily willing to help. 
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This is one of the most common Hungarian stereotypes about the people, 

and the one that I’ve found to be the most untrue. People like to act as if the 
Hungarian people will just stand around and watch you if you’re struggling. 

This is not what I have found to be the case. On multiple occasions when I 
have been trying to buy a train ticket and the cashier has not spoken the 

best of English, I have had a Hungarian in line behind me offer to help 
translate (the biggest blessing for someone who is stressed out about not 

being able to communicate effectively). This is something that I don’t think 
many people in America would even offer to do. 

I have a favorite coffee shop here in Budapest (spoiler: it’s Starbucks, but a 

very specific Starbucks!) and there is one particular Hungarian barista (Dori, 

which is probably short for the common Hungarian name Dorottya) that is 
extremely bubbly and nice that I have seen a couple of the times that I’ve 

been here. Every time I walk in I greet her with “Sia” or “Jó napot kívánok,” 
and then proceed to order in English.  Dori knows I am a student here and 

that I’m taking a Hungarian class, so she frequently jokes with me and 
insists that I order in Hungarian so that I can learn better. I explain that I 

don’t know how to say caramel or iced in Hungarian (as my drink order is an 
iced caramel macchiato). Most people would accept this answer as small talk 

and move on with their day, but Dori insists on being extremely helpful and 
writes down on a piece of paper exactly how to order what I want translated 

into Hungarian. She says, “I do not want to force you to speak Hungarian if 
you do not want to” — a fairly common belief that I’ve had other Hungarians 

tell me, as well — but she gave me the translated piece of paper and said 
she would remind me about it the next time I came in.  

These Hungarian people had no reason to offer me extra help, but they did. 
There are outliers in every group, but I have found that, as a whole, 

Hungarians are not cold. They may not be constantly smiling every second, 
but they are in fact a kind and helpful group of people.  

2. Hungarians are standoffish and mistrusting. 

This one makes me laugh. Of all the Hungarian stereotypes, I can imagine 
this being invented by a Southern American, like myself, who trusts 

everyone as if they were their family.  

Most people in the world are not super trusting of people that they don’t 
know, so I think this stereotype is a little bit comical. It’s possible that 

people have come to think this as a result of Hungary’s communist history. 

Hungary was a communist society only 29 years ago, so perhaps the 
thought is that situation produced a bunch of suspicious people. 



However, I was on a Hungarian flight recently and there was a baby (about 

1 year old) standing and crawling in the aisle. An elderly Hungarian woman 
sitting in front of the Hungarian parents of the baby proceeded to pick the 

child up from the aisle and began to play with it. It was clear that this 
woman was most definitely not related to the parents of the child. The 

parents laughed and did not seem concerned at all that a stranger had just 
picked up and started cuddling their child. 

Later, the baby crawled over to me and, as someone was trying to get by in 

the aisle, I picked the baby up out of the way. The mother was sitting right 
across the aisle from me and just smiled and laughed as her baby happily 

sat with me. She even took a picture of me and the baby! This whole 

experience was so unusual to me because it would never happen in the 
United States. People don’t just let strangers hold their babies, but from my 

experience, these Hungarian people were being completely social and 
trusting with their most precious thing. Now this is not to say that you can 

go around Hungary picking up babies and no one is going to mind, but it’s 
just an example that I experienced that shows how most of the time this 

mistrustful stereotype is exaggerated and incorrect. 

3. Hungarians don’t speak English. 

Ahhhh, yes. In terms of Hungarian stereotypes, this is definitely a result of 

old Hungary. In comparison to more touristy countries and cities, Hungary 
and Budapest have traditionally been behind the curve in learning English 

(not that they have any obligation to). But when I arrived in Budapest, I 
came in expecting absolutely no one to speak English based on what I’d read 

online. This of course turned out to be an exaggerated opinion and not the 
overall case. 

From my experience, the young adults of Budapest all speak English, as it 
became mandatory for them to learn it starting in elementary school. The 

people living in Budapest speak at least basic English and, if they don’t 
speak it, then they at least understand some of it (kind of where I’m at with 

the Hungarian now). When you leave the city you might start to find the 
spoken English language becoming a little less frequent — but if a Hungarian 

does not speak English, they will still do everything they can to understand 
you. 

Overall, Hungary and its people are wonderful. They’ve been through a lot of 

unfortunate history which has attributed to the creation and perpetuation of 

Hungarian stereotypes, but as a whole, they are some of my favorite people 
in the world. 

http://blog.aifsabroad.com/2018/09/17/budapest-hungary-language-locals-food/
http://blog.aifsabroad.com/2018/10/05/places-visit-study-abroad-hungary/


 

This post was contributed by Katie Buerk, who is spending her fall semester 

studying abroad with AIFS in Budapest, Hungary. 

Katie Buerk 

AIFS Program: Budapest, Hungary 

Hello! My name is Katie and I’m a rising junior at Schreiner University where I am 
studying psychology and business. But as of Fall 2018 I will be living in the 

beautiful and historic Budapest, Hungary. I chose to study abroad in Budapest 
because of it’s unique culture and I wanted to challenge myself with a new 
language. A fun fact about me is that my absolute favorite snack is salsa and queso 

with some good tortilla chips. Anyways, I’m excited to share my study abroad 
experience with you and hope you’ll follow along! 
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INTERESTING AND HUMOROUS 

VIDEOS 
 

1. 

Short Presentation about Hungary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSkuOy5iVP4  5':40" 
 
2. 

15 SHOCKING Facts about Hungary in 5 minutus! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R90_OU-QAUo 5’:00” 

3.  

15 Things You Didn't Know About Hungary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUsEN-pfg2E  12':06" 

 
4.  

Budapest, Hungary | Fairytale City 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AKDNHpcPE4  11':59" 
 
5.  

What Did Hungary Ever Do for the World? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YluwOTD1EM  7':07" 
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